Dilber Dumasia - winner of 'Live like a maharaja' competition

'It was a very pleasant surprise when Dona Stoica from Moti Mahal Restaurant in Covent Garden rang me to say I had won their "Live like a Maharaja"  Weekend (5th and 6th June 2010) Competition on Visit London website. I enter many competitions on the web so I couldn't remember all the details of the Competition Prize but when Dona went through the whole package it was "wow - I have won a biggie!!"
The prize package was an overnight stay for 2 at the famous Waldorf Hilton in Theatreland, a posh dinner for 2 at Moti Mahal, Covent Garden, a full body massage for 2 at the Shymala Ayurvedic Spa, £200 vouchers to spend at the East Shop in Covent Garden, a visit to the Indian Portrait Exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery (free entry but for us two lovely Indian Portrait hardback books to keep).
I gave my prize of the Spa vouchers to my daughter Monaz as she lives in London and had been to the Shymala Spa before and enjoyed it very much. She went with her boyfriend Gareth this time. As it was his first time there, he had the benefit of a full Ayurvedic consultation before the massage. My daughter said "you lose track of time and come out feeling deeply relaxed". 
As for the hotel stay, the Gallery visit and Moti Mahal dinner, my son Ray joined me and we travelled from Newmarket by coach to the Embankment. Well if I was supposed to live like a Maharani for a weekend, what better  way than to start at the National Portrait Gallery to visit the Indian Portrait Exhibition! This is a fascinating exhibition covering three centuries of Indian history (1560-1860) -  Portraits of  mainly Mughal emperors, Rajput princes, other Indian nobles, early British sahibs showing their power, glory and dominance as they went about their daily lives. In answer to this, there is another exhibition "Contemporary Connections" by the very talented Singh twin sisters from Liverpool. Portraits in both exhibitions are done in  gloriously coloured Miniature style but there the similarity ends. The message in the Portraits by the Singh sisters is modern and down to earth dealing with cultural and political problems of the present. Whereas I was prepared for the detailed technical execution by the ancient artists of India, I was very impressed by the equally detailed executed paintings by these young Indian twin sisters living in Britain. We also enjoyed looking at other free exhibits - an afternoon well spent. 
We collected our overnight cases from the cloakroom at the Gallery and made our way to our Hotel.  Perfectly located in theatreland, the Waldorf Hilton is fit for a Maharaja or Maharani. The staff here are polite, friendly and want to please you.  We had a welcome card from the General Manager Peter Beckwith waiting in our Deluxe room along with a platter of fruit and chocolates. And there was also a courtesy call from the Reception later to ask us if everything was to our satisfaction.  It certainly was - in fact perfect!  My son and I relaxed a little, watched a bit of TV and then got ready to go to Moti Mahal Restaurant for our evening meal. 
Moti Mahal  seems to be a great favourite with the theatre goers. We had a £70 voucher to spend there and after a lovely welcome, we were seated at our table and Nilesh brought us the Jaipur menus and explained how it all worked. The staff here are very polite, attentive and you are well looked after throughout the dining experience. The food is authentic, flavoursome, fantastic and very filling (both my son and I wished we had had a lighter lunch so we could do better justice to it). My compliments to the young Head Chef Anirudh Arora.  After a nice relaxing meal, we walked about a bit and then made our way to our Waldorf  room to catch what was left of Britain's Got Talent final. 
Sunday morning and Breakfast - the best part of staying at the Waldorf! You literally are spoilt for choice. And the grand room, the ambience, the service all add to the experience. And most people even those with very light appetites would, I am sure,  tuck in and take more time over breakfast than they usually do.  My son later went for a workout in the Hotel's LA fitness Gym to work it off a little bit while I read the papers and watched TV. We checked out early but left our cases with the Concierge and made our way to Covent Garden - My daughter was going to help me spend the £200 vouchers at the East Shop! We bought two lovely leather bags and some jewellery.  Covent Garden is a most fascinating place to spend a leisurely Sunday.  So many fab shops and markets. The craft market held here on Sundays is an eye opener - some people are so innovative, inventive and industrious!  And you can never get bored in Covent Garden Piazza as there are plenty of talented street theatre acts to entertain you.  
When we returned to the hotel to get our bags, it was Afternoon Tea time and there was a young pianist playing in the lounge. So we relaxed in the lounge listening to the lovely music. And to my delight, the last piece he played was one of my old favourites "Come back to Sorrento". What a fitting end to my stay! 
As we made our way back to our Coach stop on the Embankment, we went through Somerset house and its 55 fountains dancing in its courtyard, then to the Victoria Embankment gardens to enjoy some  live jazz band music before we got on the coach to Newmarket. What a weekend! Can't wait for my next visit to London!
My sincere thanks to Dona Stoica and the Events and Marketing Team at Moti Mahal for putting together this excellent prize package.'

And here's what my son Ray had to say about the experience -
'I’m not sure what my expectations were of the prize – Mum had briefed me that we’d be having a ‘Posh Indian meal’ and staying in a fancy hotel. This was enough to whet my appetite. What the prize turned out to be  surpassed my expectations – the only downside being had I known the delights on offer at Moti Mahal in the evening, I’d probably  have skipped the large Pizza for lunch. The meal was absolutely fantastic and totally delicious - I’m not used to such rich food, and I’m trying to watch my weight but breaking the rules occasionally for a special treat is allowed when it was this good. And it was well worth it. From the DIY fresh salad to the mouth watering lamb,  the food was brilliant and the service outstanding. The icing on the cake was a brilliant Mango Kulfi to end dinner. 
 Then there was breakfast at the Waldorf hotel. To say I over indulged would be an understatement, and I’m still working it off. Again,  terrific service and a great, relaxing stay.
 Thanks so much for a wonderful weekend.'

